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P for Performance - NEW from Mark Andy

Leading narrow web press manufacturer Mark Andy has just released the all new Performance 
Series narrow web ! exo press. The all new design is destined to lift the bar for narrow web ! exo 
printing.

A Whole New Level of Performance
·         Drive ef" ciency and pro" ts for short runs
·         Deliver consistent quality and faster turnarounds
·         Streamline operation with single machine
·         Environmentally friendly with reduced ink and substrate waste

In the pursuit of the perfect in-line machine, traditional ! exo designs were challenged to meet the 
true needs of the future – technology that directly drives performance and pro" ts. In-depth global 
converter research has resulted in Mark Andy rede" ning in-line printing and converting with the 
Performance Series. 

A New Perspective on Flexo Converting 

Mark Andy Performance Series is a sophisticated compilation of intelligent design, technology and 
capability, developed with the converter in mind.
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Stop Press

3 Mark Andy P7 
presses have been 
sold in Australia since 
LabelExpo Europe.
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Agile – Superior Flexibility

·         Complete substrate capability - from labels to ! lm to light carton
·         Common web paths – no need to re-web the press
·         FlexFrame - Easily adaptable capability
·         Moveable inter-station processes
·         Accommodates UV, UV/chill and hot air designs
·         Strong, simple rail system for countless con! gurations and additions 

Simple – Rapid and Repeatable Changeovers

·         Automatic load and lock inking system
·         Instant print station set-up and changeover – set up in less than 60 seconds
·         Open access design
·         Fewer operator adjustments
·         Fully-automated pre-registration and re-registration 

Lean and Green – Reduced Waste 
·         Shorter web paths mean less material in press and less material wasted
·         Print with less than 6 oz.(17 cl) of ink
·         Intelligent auto registration system 

Precise – Advanced Print Quality

·         Tighter registration performance
·         Consistent ink density
·         Higher quality dots
·         Repeatable settings keep consistent quality shift-to-shift 

Smart – Rede! ne Pro! tability

·         Streamline your operation 
·         Increase output and reduce overhead
·         Enhance capacity
·         Accommodate short and long runs 

Performance Series  

The future of printing and converting depends on the right business solutions.  Tomorrow’s printers 
and converters must incorporate the right tools that drive quality, consistency and accuracy, shift-to-
shift, day-to-day.  

Three different models will be made available.  The P3, P5 and P7 which all feature the same new 
dynamic print station design from the " oor up.  Any level converter can realize the direct set-up, 
change over, ink and substrate savings bene! ts associated with this new platform design.  The models 
are differentiated by price points and the primary drive systems, from dual servo, intuitive system 
found in the P7, down to a standard electronic drive system found in the P3.  

Aldus personnel have been involved with the ! nal development of this new press and Aldus South-
ern Region Sales Manager Chris Bodger was at LabelExpo in Brussels running the hourly demon-
strations on the Mark Andy Booth. 
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Reduce anilox cleaning times by 50%
 

Flexo Concepts, manufactures of the very popular MicroClean 
anilox roll cleaners, are continually working on improvements 
on the process of cleaning anilox rolls and have recently devel-
oped a very simple upgrade for all Model 48 machines. 

This new upgrade incorporates a dual gun assembly, with dual 
holding devices as per attached photos, decreasing the cleaning 
time by 50% by allowing two anilox rolls to be cleaned simulta-
neously. 

The model 48 cleans two rolls with a max diameter of 152mm 
with a maximum overall length of 940mm.

With 47 MicroClean systems running in Australia and New 
Zealand, this safe and clean method of cleaning anilox rolls has 
more than proved itself as the industry leader. 

To learn more about this cost saving initiative, contact your lo-
cal Aldus representative to arrange a personal visit or quotation 
for this upgrade.

Tidland  D2 differential 
shafts to the rescue!

With shrinking sales and margins, machine ef! ciency is at the 
top of most peoples lists these days, so it was not surprising 
when one of Australia’s largest wide web convertors contacted 
us for ways to improve roll quality and increase throughput 
within their ! nishing department.

With the increasing demand to reduce not only downtime, but 
to also minimize set up waste, the undisclosed client looked to 
Aldus to help ! nd a solution.

Tidland D2 Differential airshafts was the answer.

The client has dramatically increased productivity by retro! tting 
Tidland D2 Differential airshafts to one of their slitters.

“We looked to Aldus for help, and the entire process to retro! t 
new D2 airshafts was made easy.”

“The installation time was minimal, and the shafts have already 
shown great improvements.

The core stop feature on the D2 shafts has saved 10 minutes 
per set up, which has dramatically increased the throughput of 
the machine”.

The slitter operator adds, “The core stops are fantastic, I can set 
up multiple sets quickly and easily, and I know that the cores will 
be in the correct position each time I load new cores onto the 
D2 shafts”.

“I have also noticed that there is less dust due to the tension 
segments, which is paramount in supplying quality ! nished rolls 
to our customers”.

Minimum friction on the shaft OD and tension segments means 
tension equalization accuracy across the D2 shaft, no matter 
how many roll sets you are running.

The D2 diferential shafts by Tidland are available in 3” up to 16” 
OD.

For further information, please contact your nearest Aldus sales 
of! ce.
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As we all know, the • exographic printing process has come a long way, with • ner screens achievable, which are becoming the norm 
for most convertors.

Some Asian converters are running 200LPI plates on a daily basis, printing sharp, clean designs, consistently, without loosing colour 
density.

Printing and holding • ne dots is one thing, keeping them clean throughout a production run is another!

The anilox is the most critical element in the • exo process, it is crucial in determining not only the amount of ink that is to be trans-
ferred to the printing plate, but more importantly, how precise and consistently this is done.

Press / process ef• ciencies are important to all of us, it is what gives us the competitive edge in some ways, “so how can we make 
our anilox rolls more ef• cient” ask Harper.

“We need • ner cell walls to eliminate ink starvation and mottle, we need shallower, wider cells to not only accept and then transfer 
ink better, but to reduce plugging of the ink in the cells, which will eliminate the need for cleaning plates and anilox rolls during the 
production run” explains Prasert, President of Harper Asia Paci• c.

Prasert adds, “On a traditionally manufactured anilox, 40% - 60% of ink is transferred from the cell, the Harper cell structure trans-
fers 80% - 90%, which makes rewetting easier, transfer better, and cleaning quicker and less frequent”.

To achieve this, Harper not only use the hardest, best quality ceramic available, with the lowest porosity just short of diamond, 
they also use the highest powered lasers to engrave the ceramic with only ONE hit, which ensures precise cell structure with the 
smoothest • nish.

Where a 900 LPI anilox was used for printing 133 LPI plate screens, converters using Harper are now running 1,000 – 1,200 LPI 
anilox rolls, achieving the same densities, whilst maintaining smoother vignettes, cleaner  halftone dots, • ner positive and reverse text 
as well as printing smooth solid areas.

Converters using Harper anilox rolls and sleeves not only see the physical results on a printed product, more importantly, they see 
the longer term bene• ts in cost reduction and improved ef• ciencies.

For further details, please do not hesitate to call your nearest Aldus sales of• ce.

OTHER SUPPLIER'S ENGRAVING HARPER'S ENGRAVING

HARPER = SHARPER
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Convex Plastics install the • rst of 
the next generation Heaford 

Vision systems

Gary Dillistone, Print Manager of Convex Plastics of Hamilton 
New Zealand, ! rst viewed the new generation of JM Heaford 
Plate Mounter at Drupa in Dusseldorf Germany in 2008. 

Recognising the bene! ts that such a system could offer Convex it 
was not a dif! cult task to justify the cost to upgrade their existing 
Heaford Cobra plate mounter to incorporate the new electronics. 

The new Vision system uses digital capture of the registration 
marks to build a job ! le which can be accessed to verify the ac-
curacy of the job mounting at any later date. In addition, an image 
! le can be captured for every plate mounted incorporating cus-
tomer con! gured information relating to each and every job, this 
is all entered via the onscreen graphics. These images are collated 
into one single record which can be ! led or printed and stored as 
part of the companies QA procedures. 

Gary Dillistone is obviously very pleased with the new invest-
ment and also adds “…….. but also a major bene! t for us is the 
ability to interrupt the job being mounted to do a remount or 
urgent job. As you have the ability to save coordinates and photo 
positions of the job being taken off it’s very simple and accurate 
to bring the job back to exact same position you had before the 
interruption. For companies with one camera mounter this a huge 
logistic and cost saving regarding planning and downtime.” 

The new Vision system is available as an option on all new narrow 
and wide web Heaford mounters and can also be retro ! tted to 
most existing mounters in the ! eld. 

Congratulations to Convex Plastics for being the 1st in Australasia 
with the new technology. 

For more information contact your nearest Aldus sales of! ce.

Largest MicroClean anilox roll 
cleaner recently installed into 

New Zealand

Since 1978, Charta Packaging has specialised in manufacturing 
high quality corrugated packaging. They supply some of New 
Zealand’s leading brands in food, meat, ! sh, dairy, horticulture, 
chemical, medical and manufacturing sectors and are the ma-
jor supplier to the wine industry. 

Centralised in Lower Hutt New Zealand, Charta supplies cus-
tomers nationwide. They manufacture corrugated board and 
have ! ve printer die-cutter machines including a new Martin 
HBL 6 colour and over-gloss unit, the most advanced " exo-
graphic technology in Australasia. And with speciality gluers, 
design and plate making, complete in-house service ensures 
rapid attention to customer deadlines. Charta Packaging have 
won many print awards in New Zealand, Australia and the 
USA for their " exo printed cartons and packaging.

To ensure that Charta Packaging obtain optimum performance 
from their new press they have recently installed the largest 
Microclean anilox roll cleaning system in Australasia.

The MicroClean model 160, the 47th system installed in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, is capable of accepting anilox rolls up 
to 3.76 mt overall length, and up to 356mm in diameter and 
was chosen after investigation into various cleaning options, 
both on machine and off machine. Trials were carried out on 
a smaller MicroClean model 120, using a small anilox roll, that 
proved extremely successful and cost effective.

Since installation Kelvin Forbes the Production Manager for 
the Barnes Street site has reported that the printed ink den-
sity has risen by 30 – 40%.

Charta Packaging and Aldus have very good working relation-
ship in their " exo printing process and have jointly worked 
together to improve print quality and improve ef! ciencies. 
I addition to the new MicroClean system, Charta have also 
standardized on Harper Ceramic anilox rolls in their presses 
and also extensively use Harper and Graymills ink ! lters and 
Harris & Bruno ink circulation equipment, all supplied by 
Aldus.

Gary Dillistone and Operator Jamie Campbell
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Many exhibitors and visitors alike expected that the 2009 LabelExpo show in Brussels would be a good indicator of the state of 
the narrow web printing industry now that world economies appear to be on the mend. The overall attendance at the show, whilst 
being only slightly down on 2007, certainly indicated that printers and converters are looking forward to a brighter future. Reports 
from various exhibitors were mixed but many were reporting major sales during the show. 

The attendance from Australia and New Zealand was certainly greater than in 2007 and this was borne out by the roll up at the 
traditional Aldus/Rotometrics/DEC night out at O’Reillys Irish pub in the centre of Brussels where over 50 visitors from down 
under, printers and suppliers, downed over 142 pints of beer during another memorable evening. 

The 2009 show allowed many exhibitors to demonstrate new and upgraded equipment and our principals were no exception. 

The Mark Andy booth was a hive of activity all week with over• owing demo’s with the new Performance series press every hour. 
Our own Chris Bodger was running the demo’s and just about lost his voice by the end of the week. Compliments • owed from cli-
ents and other press manufacturers alike about the rapid set up times and minimal material and ink wastage achieved on this press. 

GEW featured several new innovations in their range of UV curing systems and were certainly the favoured supplier of drying sys-
tems on most of the printing equipment at the show. 

Graymills featured their new chilled ink • lter for keeping ink at a constant temperature which has proven to improve print quality 
and reduce ink and solvent costs. 

Eltex exhibited their full range of static discharge and charging product range and the new RX3 IONSTAR discharging bar for areas 
such as rewinds and unwinds where distance between the bar and the material varies.

Further details on the new GEW and Eltex releases can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.

A Busy Label Expo  Europe
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Newsletter Subscriptions
Subscribe/Unsubscribe
If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from our email newsletter list 
visit www.aldus.com.au

Postal List
To subscribe or unsubscribe from our postal list please contact us on 61 2 
9809 0363 or send an email to: aldus@aldus.com.au 

Calendar of Events
ANZFTA Forum
Where: Melbourne
When: August 19th - 20th 2010

Label Expo Chicago
Where: Chicago
When: September 14th - 16th 2010

AFTA
Where: Jakarta

When: November 2010

Ever wondered how you can print 8 colours on your 4 
colour press? 

Ever wondered how you can die cut pre printed jobs?

Ever wondered how you can laminate a preprinted web 
to the web in the press? 

Now you can with the Rotary Technologies Servo 3000 
Digital Re-register System. 

Aldus are pleased to announce that both Mark Andy & 
Aldus have entered into sales agreements with Rotary 
Technologies of Orlando, Florida, to market the Servo 
3000 in the narrow web printing sector of the industry. 

The Rotary 3000 Digital Re-register system is not re-
stricted to Mark Andy presses, they are designed to be 
easily moved from machine to machine be they ! exo, 
offset or letterpress or even of! ine die cutters. 

The Servo 3000 improves press performance by combin-
ing a registration system with a web tension system. It 
allows your press to register pre-printed rolls with a high 
degree of accuracy. In effect the Servo 3000 can allow a 8 
color job to be printed on a 4 colour press on a 2nd pass. 

The Servo 3000 can also upgrade a press’s infeed / ten-
sion control to the same standard found only on top end 
servo presses.

The new applications and new products are only limited 
by imagination. 

For further information and prices contact your nearest 
Aldus sales of" ce.

Long range – intelligent – shockless

New from Eltex  
Traditionally anti static bars need to be installed close to the 
web surface to be ef" cient, which makes life dif" cult at a re-
wind position due to the changing web path as the rolls builds 
in diameter. 

Thanks to the new RX# IONSTAR from Eltex Electrostatic 
Systems, this has now changed. 

The high performance discharging bars RX3 IONSTAR are 
used mainly in cases where disruptive static charges need to 
be eliminated over great distances. 

The advantages of the charging system RX3 IONSTAR:

• integrated high voltage generation
• high output voltage for ultimate discharge range
• non-wearing emission tips
• shockless - no danger of electrical shock to personnel
• robust design
• easy installation
• function and malfunction monitoring with ! oating signal 
contacts
• automatic distance measurement with discharge optimization 

Contact Aldus sales staff for more information or visit the 
Eltex web site www.eltex.com

New  – Digital re-register system
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1. GEW UK released a range of new features and enhancements for their line of ebrick UV drying systems at the recent Labelexpo show in Brussels. 
GEW are recognized as a leader in UV innovation and the 2009 offerings are sure to keep GEW ahead of the game for some time to come. 

The hCP  lamphead was conceived as a simple yet powerful watercooled UV solution for presses in the range 10”-20” / 250mm-500mm. Its compact 
design allows it to be • tted in the majority of narrow web presses and its advanced re• ector design gives it the highest UV output of all GEW com-
pact heads. 

Due to its ef• cient re• ector design, hCP-LP is capable of running the majority of narrow web print jobs with only 140 W/cm, delivering considerable 
savings to printers. For applications where a high lamp power is not required, the need for additional air cooling is eliminated, thus all the ductwork 
at the back of the press, fans and associated exhaust system will not be required, further reducing running costs. 

2. GEW have also released a hand held UV curing irradiance meter measuring instrument with precision-engineered light guide and sensor that plugs 
directly into the front door of any compatible GEW UV system to give an output reading on the hand-held device. 

Key Features: 

Simple operation
Memory for up to 16 lampheads
USB port to output data to PC
Fully calibrated for accuracy
Rechargeable via USB port
Rugged carry case
Developed in-house by GEW’s own electronics department
Output displayed in mW/cm2
Optional PC software to automatically download and plot readings 

3. Green Timer  The fact that further reductions in power consumption at stand-by are possible may come as a surprise to some, already the stand-
by power level of GEW systems is typically around 18% of full power, whilst other manufacturers’ systems run at between 30% and 50% on stand-by. 
So how can further savings be realised? 

The secret lies in intelligent avoidance of power wastage. Printers typically leave the UV on stand-by for long periods, as opposed to switching them 
off, so that they are always ready to run as soon as the printer is ready to re-start the press. Common examples include during make-ready and at 
lunch. 

Additionally, the total number of hours which the system has been ‘intelligently’ switched off for are logged, so that managers can quantify the savings 
easily. 

Despite the additional switching on and off of the lamps caused by the GreenTimer, their warrantee will not be affected. This is because all GEW 
lamps can be powered on and off as many times as the operator desires without incurring penalty clauses. 

4. Remote Monitoring and Diagnostics

GEW is offering its customers another major bene• t – remote monitoring of its installations. Here the system’s control units can be directly con-
nected to any GEW system via the Internet, where they can be monitored from any of GEW service centres worldwide. Conditions that affect 
UV curing performance, reliability and ef• ciency such as ambient factory temperature, unchanged • lters or other minor maintenance issues can be 
diagnosed and pre-emptively corrected, eliminating unnecessary downtime and service calls. 

For further details on any of the new innovations from GEW, contact your nearest Aldus sales of• ce.

A long list of New releases from GEW


